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29 of which she spent teaching
Algebra and Math in the Union
County School System before
retiring on June 30, 1982.

“Wilonell is the oldest
living member of the Choestoe
Baptist Church, where she was
the treasurer for many years,”
Paris said. “Therefore be it
resolved that I, Commissioner
Lamar Paris, hereby proclaim
Oct. 11, 2020, as ‘Wilonell
Dyer Day’ in said county and
express to her the admiration
of the people of Union County
on reaching the esteemed age
of 101.”

Inputting the proclamation
together, Paris called on his
friend David Bradley to confirm
some information, and Rachel
Brown Brackett provided two
yearbooks for the photos of
Wilonell Dyer that appear with
this article.

Also in the meeting, Paris
welcomed four Rotary Club
of Union County members
for a proclamation declaring
Oct. 24, 2020, as “World Polio
Day” in Union. He presented
the proclamation to Rotary
members Mitch Griggs, Ed
Sternberg, Cathy O’Gara and
John Day.

Day is the local foundation
head for PolioPlus, which
originated in 1985 as Rotary's
global effort to eradicate polio.

“Rotary has been working
on this for 35 years, and 99.9%
of cases have dropped over
that period of time,” Day said.
“We’ve got 1/10th of 1% left
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to go, and that’s in Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

“So, if we could get it
wiped out there, we’ll have to
maintain in future years giving
the vaccine to all the people in
the world to make sure it doesn’t
come back, but we’re making
great progress.”

There are more than 200
known virus species that cause
infections in humans, and among
them, only two viral diseases
— smallpox and rinderpest —
have been eradicated from
natural occurrence thanks to

the tremendous success of the
vaccines against them.
Fortunately, poliomyelitis
is one of the few viral diseases
currently capable of being
completely eradicated, as
evidenced by the fact that there
hasn’t been a single case of
naturally occurring polio in the
United States since 1979.
That’s because fully
vaccinated individuals are totally
protected from transmission
of the paralysis-causing and
potentially deadly disease due
to the overwhelming efficacy

of the polio vaccine.

Sadly, socioeconomic
factors have conspired to allow
the disease to continue impacting
primarily young children in a
small area of the globe — enter
Rotary International and the
efforts of more than 35,000
local Rotary Clubs across the
planet.

“Our goal of ridding the
world of this disease is closer
than ever,” per Rotary.org. “As
a founding partner of the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative,
we've reduced polio cases by
99.9% since our first project
to vaccinate children in the
Philippines in 1979.

“Rotary members have
contributed more than $2.1
billion and countless volunteer
hours to protect nearly 3 billion
children in 122 countries from
this paralyzing disease. Rotary’s
advocacy efforts have played a
role in decisions by governments
to contribute more than $10
billion to the effort.

“Today, polio remains
endemic only in Afghanistan
and Pakistan. But it’s crucial
to continue working to keep
other countries polio-free. If
all eradication efforts stopped
today, within 10 years, polio
could paralyze as many as
200,000 children each year.”

As part of the local
proclamation, Paris encourages
“all citizens to join me and
Rotary International in the fight
for a polio-free world.”

Continuing that
Thursday, Paris re-upped the
lease agreement between Ninth

Commissioner Paris welcomed Rotary Club members Ed Sternberg, Mitch Griggs, John Day and Cathy O’Gara last week for
his “World Polio Day” proclamation.
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District Opportunity and the
county for the office space
inside the Haralson Memorial
Civic Center “in the amount
of $230 per month totaling
$2,760 for the term of the lease”
through Sept. 30, 2021.

Ninth District helps
residents with heating and
cooling assistance throughout
the year and oversees
administration of the Union
County Food Pantry.

In other business, the
commissioner accepted two
Accountability Court Grants
from the state totaling $42,222
for Mental health Court, to
go toward surveillance of
participants and a part-time
case manager.

Paris closed two bank
accounts related to capital
project expenditures that were
no longer in use following
construction on the Union
County Sports Center, aka the
Double Gym, which will also
house the Rec Department
offices.

Construction wise, the
roughly $3.8 million Sports
Center should be completed
this week, and Paris said he
hopes the building will be
open sometime in November
following setup and other inside
finishing touches, though he’ll
be taking COVID-19 into
account.

Last month, the
commissioner welcomed
Marlene Hadden to speak in
the September meeting, during
which she delivered remarks
imploring Paris to assist the
Lake Nottely Improvement
Association and Friends of Lake
Nottely in being proactive about
preserving water quality here.

Forhis part,Paris surprised
Hadden by presenting her with
a proclamation designating Oct.
1, 2020, as “Environmental
Awareness Day,” noting that
“Union County Government and
its citizens must join together to
protect and maintain the water
quality of (local) bodies of
water.”
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Call 706-781

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs,
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work!
Blg Jobs and Small Jobs! ¢ Insured

See photos on Facebook under Lee Montgomery

-1806

FREE
DELIVERY!

(AN HONE FURNIGHNGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835:1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Trust Tom Taylor
ﬁy Integrity YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
) Guidance Medicare
Advantage Plans

Supplements, Life,
Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel,
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing,

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements

No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates
Locally Owned & Operated

706-897-0411

RECOVE,
OV ZO0VERy,
N

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED \

(Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00
706-745-3145 « 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill Y,

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

BFG

(706) 745-0264

Michelin

| Uniroyal

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Forever Flowers
Home Decor
Fashion Jewelry

Gibson Land Service

Travis Gibson

706-897-8564

Women's accesories
Baby Items
Personalized Gifts
& ACy, 2=, Tree Removal
& ..~  Fallis here! Bucket Truck
Wreathes, ucke . ru
QL ﬁ;g arrangments, Grading
7 Zswejyi  decor and more... Views

(706)230-9100
267 Cleveland St.
Blairsville, GA.

Mon-Wed 10-5
Thurs & Fri 10-6
Sat 10-3 [z

24 Hour Service

Worker’s Compensation Insurance

« 7

KlBth Prentice Heating and Air LLG

13764 HLLY SISE
Prentice

Owner  Phone 706-745-9685

kigthcomfortconsultant@gmailcom  Fax

Blairsville, Georgia 30512

VAT KELLEY HOME
ﬁ IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling ¢ Painting
Yard Maintenance
& Much More

Mark A. Kelley, Owner
706-897-9485
FREE ESTIMATES

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“We go the extra mile” ENTI3T3

YOGA FOR EVERY-BODY

Private and Group Yoga Classes
Enjoy personalized yoga classes tailored
to fit the needs of you or your group.
Sessions in the comfort of
your own home or, weather permitting,
outdoor classes in scenic locations.

No experience necessary, all ages welcome!

Classes taught by Brooke Strickland,
Insured & Registered Yoga Instructor.

@ Call or Text Brooke @ 843-231-4588
for more information.

-
"DO\W

>BLAIRSV

Lo

2. PuroClean

The Paramedics of Property Damage

706-400-6110
Your 24/7 Emergency Responder for
Water - Fire - Mold - Biohazard and
Covid-19/Viral Sanitizing Services
www.PuroClean.com/pev-ga
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ACKY JONE

Ford * Hayesville, NC « 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet *Murphy, NC « 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC + 828.349.5003

AUTOMDTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




